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(gfc) Per l’atletica una delle più belle giornate in assoluto. Stiamo parlando del 26 agosto del
1986, come dire oggi di 28 anni fa. Europei di Stoccarda, corsa dei 10.000 metri. Classifica
finale: 1. Stefano Mei 27’56”79; 2. Alberto Cova 27’57”93; 3. Salvatore Antibo 28’00”25. Ma in
quei giorni non ci fu solo quella tripletta (imitata agli Europei del 1998 nella Maratona), ma una
serie di affermazioni nelle corse medio/lunghe da antologia, solo in parte ripetuta agli Europei
del 1990. La sfida si ripropose cinque giorni più tardi, sui 5000, con la definitiva consacrazione
di Mei che fu secondo (battuto dal britannico Jack Bucker), Cova ottavo e Antibo decimo. Ma
prima c’erano stati, nella Maratona, il primo e secondo posto di Gelindo Bordin e Orlando
Pizzolato e il secondo di Laura Fogli. Sulle siepi Francesco Panetta, presentatosi solo in
dirittura, era stato battuto in volata per 20/100 dal tedesco-est Hagen Melzer.
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    Ci sarebbero molti modi per celebrare quelle giornate di quasi trent’anni fa. Ne ho scelto uno
forse inusuale, riportando quanto scrisse Track&FieldNews sotto il titolo “Italians dominate
distances”:

What happened to Livio Berruti, Eddy Ottoz and Pietro Mennea? And where did Stefano Mei,
Gelindo Bordin, Francesco Panetta and Salvatore Antibo come from? We knew about Alberto
Cova and Orlando Pizzolato, but suddelty the Italians are distance runners and not sprinters.

Bordin, who won the marathon, reviewed the work of his countrymen, saying: “In Italy now there
is a kind of revolution going on. A simple phrase is in order: ‘Beat Cova!’ Most runners didn’t
think it could be done, but when it was accomplished, it became easier to be motivated.”

Mei was the one to turn the trick, trumping Cova’s kick on the 10.000 with one of his own.
Everyone knew Cova would win; he had won the ’82 Euro, ’83 Worlds, ’84 Olympics and ’85
Euro Cup with his last-lap kick. But when Mei (27’56”79) ran 55”3 to Cova’s 56”8, the
23-year-old showed that more Italians than just Cova could compete at the top level. And when
Antibo took the bronze, the Italian sweep underscored that fact.

Mei has waited while others made moves, always designed to shake Cova. “I knew that Alberto
wouldn’t be able to respond to several attacks in succession”, the winner said. “Therefore, I
decided to wait until the last minute to launch my attack. Everything went as I dreamed in
would.”

[…]

On the last day, Mei, Cova and Antibo tried again in the 5000. This time, Antibo was out of it
early, and Cova was done with 2 laps remaining. But Mei hung in, trying for the first Euro 5/10
double since Juha Väätäinen in 1971. He missed as Britain’s Jack Buckner ran a storming last
800 in 1’56”7, his last 400 of 56”2 being 1”2 seconds quicker than Mei. But even Buckner’s win,
could do little to change the impression that the distances here belonged to the men fron the
South.
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