
ATLETI DELL’ANNO IN GIRO PER IL MONDO 

(estratto da EME NEWS di Alfonz Juck dal 12 Ottobre 2017) 

 

PRAHA (CZE): Javelin World champion Barbora Spotakova won for 9th time the Czech Athlete 

of the Year title. At the glittering ceremony on Saturday live broadcasted by the main public tv 

channel she confirmed that she wants to continue to compete at highest level in future. At the 

end of the show she performed a song together with second placer and silver winner from 

London in men javelin Jakub Vadlejch. Bronze medalist from London Petr Frydrych also in 

javelin was third. No question that coach of the year was legendary Jan Zelezny (for the 5th 

time already) who leads both male world medalists. 400 m hurdler Zuzana Hejnova was fourth 

ahead of shot putter Tomas Stanek and 400 m star Pavel Maslak. Miler Jakub Holusa was 

seventh with decathlete Adam Sebastian Helcelet 8th (proposed live on stage to marry Denisa 

Rosolova). Top ten was completed by long jumper Radek Juska and another miler Filip 

Sasinek. All were awarded live on stage except of ill Hejnova. Junior of the Year is European 

U20 Champion in high jump Michaela Hruba and Revelation of the Year the World U18 400 m 

champion Barbora Malikova. 

JOHANNESBURG (RSA): Big day for South African athletics. World long jump champion Luvo 

Manyonga was the winner on Sunday night at the SA Sports Awards in Kempton Park, where 

he was crowned the Sports Star of the Year. He beat Wayde van Niekerk and Chad le Clos to 

claim the Sportsman of the Year accolade. “I’m a bit emotional, but it is going away now. The 

award is mine and I am the Sportsman of the Year,” Manyonga said per iol.co.za. Three-time 

800m world champion Caster Semenya was named Sportswoman of the Year, receiving 

recognition for her efforts in 2017, as well as the People’s Choice Sports Star of the Year, 

which is voted for by sports fans in South Africa. Jean Verster was recognised for his influence 

in coaching Semenya to the 800m gold medal at the London World Championships as Coach of 

the Year. Rising star Sokwakhana Zazini, who posted a new world youth best in the 400m 

hurdles earlier this year, was named Newcomer of the Year. Another long jumper Ruswahl 

Samaii got the Sports Minister´s Excellence Award. 

ATHENS (GRE): Eliud Kipchoge and Mary Keitany are officially the top marathon runners of 

2017. The Kenyans were announced winners of the AIMS Best Marathon Runner (BMR) Awards 

at a Gala in Athens tonight. The event was organised by the AIMS and the Greek federation 

SEGAS. Kipchoge won the Berlin Marathon with a world leading time of 2:03:32 in September 

while Keitany took the London Marathon in April, clocking an African record of 2:17:01. This is 

also a world record for a women only race. The winners of the BMR awards were decided by 

the votes of more than 400 members of AIMS. 

CAPE TOWN (RSA): Sport24.co.za informs that Wayde Van Niekerk´s coach Ans Botha will be 

awarded Coach of the Year by the IAAF later this month. Van Niekerk himself is also is in line 

for the IAAF World Athlete of the Year. 

PRAGUE (CZE): Saturday´s Czech Athletics Gala (live TV transmission) has as favorites javelin 

throw World medalists. Winner of women competition Barbora Spotakova and men silver 

medalist Jakub Vadlejch. They both will also sing during the programme as it was revealed by 

the Czech federation in a release. Already in the past in the programme top athletes like 

Roman Sebrle or Petr Svoboda were also performing on stage. 



CANBERRA (AUS): World 100m hurdles champion Sally Pearson and para athlete Isis Holt are 

among 18 nominees up for sports personality of the year at Australia’s AIS Sport Performance 

Awards. 

INDIANAPOLIS (USA): Shalane Flanagan has been named athlete of the week by USATF 

following her victory at the TCS New York City Marathon last weekend. 

INDIANAPOLIS (USA): Voting is open to the public for USATF’s annual Wing Awards, which 

honour the country’s top track, field and running performances. Until November 13, fans can 

vote via an online form. The winners will receive their honours at the Jesse Owens Awards 

Banquet on December 2, at the USATF Annual Meeting in Columbus, Ohio. 

LAUSANNE (SUI): The best broadcast coverage of the Olympic Games Rio 2016 was celebrated 

on Tuesday evening in Lausanne as the IOC announced the winners of the prestigious Golden 

Rings Awards. The winners of the night were Brazil’s SporTV – part of host broadcaster of Rio 

2016 Globo Group - who picked up the award for Best Olympic Programme and a host of other 

recognitions while NBC of the United States went home with three Golden Rings for Best 

Olympic Feature, Best Olympic Profile and Best Olympic Digital Service. The BBC picked up the 

award for the The Best On-Air Promotion for a unique build up to its Rio 2016 coverage that 

included Brazil’s diverse wildlife competing in Olympic disciplines. Informs the AIPS. 

PARIS (FRA): World pole vault record holder Renaud Lavillenie with other top sports 

personalities will be among 40 high profile French athletes consulting with Paris 2024 at the 

French elite sports academy, INSEP, tomorrow over athlete involvement in delivering the 

Games. 

MONACO (MON): The finalists for the IAAF male and female Athlete of the Year awards have 

been confirmed. The three nominees on the men’s side are Qatar’s Mutaz Essa Barshim, Great 

Britain’s Mo Farah and South Africa’s Wayde van Niekerk and on the women’s side, Ethiopia’s 

Almaz Ayana, Greece’s Ekaterini Stefanidi and Belgium’s Nafissatou Thiam. The finalists were 

decided by a combination of votes from the IAAF council, IAAF family and fans - the latter by 

social media. The winners will be announced live on stage at the IAAF Athletics Awards in 

Monaco on November 24. 

BERLIN (GER): European steeplechase champion Gesa-Felicitas Krause has confirmed she 

wants to compete indoors in 2018.  She will also take part in the New Year’s Eve race in Trier. 

At the Sportsmedia Gala in the Old Opera in Frankfurt last weekend Krause got the award as 

the Sports Person with Heart. Among the guests also Rico Freimuth, Claudia Salman-Rath, 

Carolin Schäfer with javelin star Thomas Rohler. 

ATHENS (GRE): Portuguese distance running legend Rosa Mota will be presented with the 

AIMS Lifetime Achievement Award at the fifth annual AIMS ‘Best Marathon Runner’ (BMR) 

Awards Gala in Athens on 10 November. Mota claimed the Olympic title in 1988 and a hat-trick 

of European titles between 1982 and 1990. 

GLASGOW (GBR): World marathon fourth-placer Callum Hawkins was named Scottish athlete 

of the year at the FPSG Awards Dinner in Glasgow on Saturday. He beat off the also shortlisted 

Sammi Kinghorn, Laura Muir, Eilish McColgan and Chris O’Hare. 

LONDON (GBR): British 400m runner Perri Shakes-Drayton will appear on celebrity TV show 

Dancing on Ice, Radio Times reports. 

OSLO (NOR): Norwegian athlete of the year 2017 is the 400 m hurdles World champion 

Karsten Warholm. 



NEW YORK (USA): At USATF Gala Allyson Felix, a six-time Olympic gold medalist, whose three 

medals this summer in London made her the most decorated track and field athlete in world 

championship history, was surprised with a video highlighting her career, along with the 

Trailblazer Award. “It’s amazing, because I felt I didn’t reach all of my goals,” said Felix, 

alluding to her silver medal in the 400-meter at the Rio Games. “It’s always disappointing to 

work so hard and to come up short. But getting to watch the film of my accomplishments, and 

to walk away from the world championships with that honor, was really special to me.” 

PRAGUE (CZE): Representatives of athletics were seen at ANOC Awards. Triple Jump World 

champion Yulimar Rojas of Venezuela, the Trinidad and Tobago men’s 4x400m relay team and 

high jump World champion Mutaz Essa Barshim of Qatar were honoured for their achievements 

this year at the Association of Olympic Committees ANOC Awards 2017 in Prague. They were 

the best from all sports by their continents. 

LONDON (GBR): Athletics Weekly started to find the Athletes of the Year 2017. For the readers 

vote on offer among men are Mo Farah, Eliud Kipchoge, Wayde Van Niekerk, Mutaz Essa 

Barshim, Luvo Manyonga, Omar McLeod, Christian Taylor and Johannes Vetter. In the women 

section Caster Semenya, Joyciline Jepkosgei, Mariya Lasitskene, Anita Wlodarczyk, Nafi Thiam, 

Hellen Obiri, Sandra Perkovic and Katerina Stefanidi. 

MONACO (MON): IAAF has announced the panel to decide on its “best athletics photograph of 

the year” category. Photographers David Burnett and Rafael Segui, IOC head of media 

operations Anthony Edgar and 2004 Olympic long jump champion Dwight Phillips will select a 

shortlist of 25, then top three before the winner is announced at the World Athletics Awards in 

Monaco this month. 

ITTINGEN (SUI): Five men and five women have been shortlisted for the Swiss Athlete of the 

Year Awards. The ceremony is planned for November 18 as Swiss Athletics Night. Five women 

are 800 m runner Selina Buchel, pole vaulter Nicole Buchler, sprinter Mujinga Kambundji, 

steeple runner Fabienne Schlumpf and 400 m hurdler Lea Sprunger. Among men two 400 m 

hurdlers Dany Brand and Kariem Hussein, sprinter Alex Wilson, long distance runner Julien 

Wanders and mountain runner Pascal Egli. In the Youngster of the Year category the finalists 

are 400 m hurdler Yasmin Giger, high hurdler Jason Joseph, triple jumper 

Gaelle Maonzambi, heptathlete Geraldine Ruckstahl and middle distance runner Delia Sclabas. 

ITTINGEN (SUI): Five men and five women have been shortlisted for the Swiss Athlete of the 

Year Awards. The ceremony is planned for November 18 as Swiss Athletics Night. Five women 

are 800 m runner Selina Buchel, pole vaulter Nicole Buchler, sprinter Mujinga Kambundji, 

steeple runner Fabienne Schlumpf and 400 m hurdler Lea Sprunger. Among men two 400 m 

hurdlers Dany Brand and Kariem Hussein, sprinter Alex Wilson, long distance runner Julien 

Wanders and mountain runner Pascal Egli. In the Youngster of the Year category the finalists 

are 400 m hurdler Yasmin Giger, high hurdler Jason Joseph, triple jumper 

Gaelle Maonzambi, heptathlete Geraldine Ruckstahl and middle distance runner Delia Sclabas. 

NEW YORK (USA): Team USATF’s stars of the 2016 Olympic Games and 2017 IAAF World 

Championships including Emma Coburn, Justin Gatlin, Allyson Felix, Michelle Carter, Christian 

Coleman, Tianna Bartoletta and Brittney Reese will add athletic glam to an already spectacular 

list of honorees and attendees at USATF’s 2017 Black Tie & Sneakers Gala. Set for November 2 

at the Armory Track & Field Center in Upper Manhattan, the Gala features the USATF Track & 

Field Hall of Fame Class of 2017 induction ceremony. Hosted by AJ Calloway and a red carpet 

show led by Jordyn Rolling, Gala will air November 8 on the Olympic Channel. 



BRUSSELS (BEL): The Belgian Athletics Association has announced the nominees for the male 

and female Belgian Athletes of the Year, informs sporza.be. The women’s short-list is headed 

by world heptathlon champion Nafissatou Thiam while eleven athletes have made the men’s 

shortlist, including European U23 pole vault champion Ben Broeders, 400m runners Kevin and 

Jonathan Borlee and discus thrower Philip Milanov. 

PRAHA (CZE): Czech Athletics Federation revealed 10 finalists for the Athlete of the Year 

Trophy. The announcement about the winners will be traditionally part of a gala on November 

11 in Prague Ambassador Hotel at the Ventseslas Square with live television transmission. In 

the top ten three javelin throwers (Barbora Spotakova, Jakub Vadlejch and Petr Frydrych), 

shot putter Tomas Stanek, long jumper Radek Juska, decathlete Adam Sebastian Helcelet and 

from running events Zuzana Hejnova, Pavel Maslak, Jakub Holusa and Filip Sasinek. 

STARA ZAGORA (BUL): Bosnian shot putter Mesud Pezer and Romanian 400 m runner Bianca 

Razor were awarded here at the Balkan Athletics Gala as Balkan Athletes of the Year 2017. 

Rising Star Awards went to Bulgarian female runner Liliana Georgieva (silver at European U20 

Championships in the 1500 m) and Romanian long distance runner and European U20 10 000 

m champion Dorin Andrei Rusu. The Awards were given based on results at Balkan events.  

TORONTO (CAN): 1996 Olympic 100m champion Donovan Bailey is one of six individuals who 

will be added to Canada’s Walk of Fame next month, bringing the total number of inductees to 

173 

LAUSANNE (SUI): Throwing coach Jean-Pierre Egger recieved this years "Swiss Olympic 

Lifetime Award". Egger helped with the career of national shot put record holder Werner 

Gunthor and was also instrumental in the career of female shot put star Valerie Adams of New 

Zealand. 

STARA ZAGORA (BUL): Balkan Athletics Gala will be held this Thursday in Stara Zagora. Top 

athletes from Balkan countries in 2017 will be awarded. 

MONACO (MON): The IAAF has announced the finalists of the Rising Star awards for 2017. The 

winners will be announced at the IAAF Athletics Awards in Monaco on 24 November. The male 

contenders are: Christian Coleman (USA), who showed great improvement in 2017 to clock the 

world leads for 60m (6.45) and 100m (9.82) and win silver in the latter at the World 

Championships; Armand Duplantis (SWE), who set a world under-20 pole vault record of 

5.90m and at the age of 17 became the young ever finalist at the World Championships; and 

Karsten Warholm (NOR), the former decathlete who broke through in the 400m hurdles to win 

the world title. The female athletes are: Yuliya Levchenko (UKR), who equalled the world age-

19 best with 2.01m in gaining the global high jump silver in London; Salwa Eid Naser (BRN) 

who went to third on the world junior all-time list for 400m with 49.88 and picked up silver at 

the World Championships; and Yulimar Rojas (VEN), who at 21 became the youngest triple 

jump world champion in history. Last year this awards went to Andre de Grasse and Nafi 

Thiam.  

VALENCIA (ESP): Joyciline Jepkosgei was awarded the “world record award” by the Association 

of International Marathons and Distance Races in recognition of her 64:52 achieved in Prague 

earlier this year. The presentation took place in Valencia two days before she took one second 

off that mark in the city’s Trinidad Alfonso EDP Half-marathon. In September she also broke 

the world 10km record with 29:43 in Prague. AIMS president and Valencia Marathon race 

director Paco Borao said: “It is a great honour to recognise Joyciline’s record-breaking 

achievement with an AIMS World Record award. We are delighted to welcome Joyciline to our 



event in Valencia. We present this award to Joyciline on behalf of the 439 AIMS members in 

114 countries and territories.” 

NEWPORT (GBR): Hurdler David Omoregie and middle-distance runner Melissa Courtney were 

named track and field athletes of the year at the Welsh Athletics Awards in Newport on 

Saturday. The off-track awards went to runner Dewi Griffiths and race walker Bethan Davies. 

Outstanding performance awards went to Aled Sion Davies and Josh Griffiths. 

REGENSBURG (GER): German Athletics Federation DLV decided the that Media Award 2017 will 

go to FAZ (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung) reporter Michael Reinsch. He will recieve it during 

the German indoor championships in Dortmund (February 17-18). 

PRAHA (CZE): Triple olympic medalist in javelin throw Barbora Spotakova got the fourth Vera 

Caslavska Award from Czech Olympic Committee for special merit in women in sport and 

olympic movement area. Legendary gymnast and multiple Olympic winner from 1968 

Caslavska was awarding the trophy personally but unfortunately died last year. 

TORUN (POL): World champion in hammer Anita Wlodarczyk and London silver medalist in pole 

vault Piotr Lisek were awarded on Monday evening Zlote Kolce (Golden Spikes) trophies. Apart 

of nice trophies both winners will get 100 000 polish zloty (more than 23 000 euro). 

Wlodarczyk won in this most prestigious Polish athletics awards for sixth time in a row and 

together for 8th time going over legendary Irena Szewinska who won it seven times. In the 

order second Kamila Licwinko and third Angelika Cichocka. Lisek got the trophy for first time in 

his carer, second position for hammer World champion Pawel Fajdek and third for Konrad 

Bukowiecki. Coach of the year is Marcin Szczepanski who leads the preparation of Lisek. Event 

of the year was Copernicus Cup indoor meet in Torun and European U23 Championships in 

Bydgoszcz. Revelation of the year was European U20 javelin gold medalist Cyprian Mrzyglod. 

VILNIUS (LTU): Ekaterini Stefanidi told European Athletics website she was delighted to last 

weekend become the first Greek athlete to win the “Golden Tracks” award given to the 

continent’s athlete of the year. The pole vaulter said: “I have followed this award for many 

years. I have been a pole vaulter for 17 years and a track and field athlete for 20 years. This 

makes it even more special. It is truly an honour for me and for my country, being the first 

Greek athlete to win it and I hope it will bring more young athletes into our sport.”  

VILNIUS (LTU): Karsten Warholm put his success this year down to hard work after receiving 

European Athletics’ “Golden Tracks” rising star award. The world 400m hurdles champion told 

the association’s website: “I am proud of being a part of a generation that looks up to hard 

work – and that is what has brought me here. I want to thank my coach (Leif Olav Alnes), my 

girlfriend and my friends and my family because this is hard work and when you start with this 

work, it is more or less with nothing.” Warholm is still considering to compete indoors, but 

even if he does so, will not have any major goals. He might also try 300 m hurdles indoors. 

VILNIUS (LTU): Yuliia Levchenko enthusiastically welcome her “Golden Tracks” rising star 

award. The high jumper, who won world silver this year, told European Athletics’ website: 

“This award is very important for me. The 2017 season was not so easy. Thank you European 

Athletics for this beautiful evening. Athletics is the queen of sports. I fell in love with athletics 

seven years ago and the sport has made me who I am.” Levchenko wants to be ready for the 

coming indoor season 2018. 

NEW YORK (USA): Kathrine Switzer will receive the USATF Pioneer Award at the  USATF’s 

Black Tie and Sneakers Gala on 2 November, informs USATF. Switzer became the first woman 

to officially complete the Boston Marathon in 1967 and won the New York Marathon in 1974. 



KINGSTON (JAM): A total of 171 persons received national awards at King's House in St 

Andrew on Monday. Among them recieving Order of Jamaica coach and MVP founder Stephen 

"Frano" Francis. 

VILNIUS (LTU): World champions Javelin thrower Johannes Vetter as first German male and 

pole vaulter Ekaterini Stefanidi as first Greek ever were crowned athletes of the year at the 

European Athletics "Golden Tracks" awards in Vilnius. Another World champion hurdler Karsten 

Warholm and high jumper World silver winner Yuliya Levchenko won the "Rising Star" awards. 

To the backdrop of the sounds of the Vilnius Sinfonietta Orchestra, a magnificent year for 

European athletics was reflected upon and broadcast live both on Lithuanian television and via 

live streaming on the European Athletics homepage. Guests at the award ceremony included 

European Athletics President Svein Arne Hansen and IAAF President Sebastian Coe and hosting 

the show were Andy Kay and Lithuanian high jump record holder Airine Palsyte. Other finalists 

among men were other World champions Ramil Guliyev and Kevin Mayer, among women Nafi 

Thiam and in Vilnius present Anita Wlodarczyk with Mariya Lasitskene. In total 40 coaches 

representing 25 Member Federations will receive the annual European Athletics Coaching 

Awards which will be given to them at national awards presentations. Aldona Dobregiene and 

Viktoras Meskauskas from Lithuania were the first to collect their awards. Former world indoor 

long jump bronze medallist Nijole Medvedeva received the Women’s Leadership Award while 

legendary discus thrower and two-time Olympic champion Virgilijus Alekna was presented with 

the Special Lifetime Award. All awarded athletes confirmed that their main goal in summer 

season will be European Championships in Berlin, indoor competitions are in mind of Stefanidi, 

Lasitskene and Levchenko. 

VILNIUS (LTU): Italy's Roberto Luigi Quercetani, an renowned sports journalist and mainly 

athletics historian and statistician was named as a plaque of merit awardee. It was recieved by 

FIDAL head Alfio Giomi. Another statistician Sweden´s Lennart Julin got the EA Golden Pin. 

Golden pins were also awarded to Hungary's Imre Matrahazi, Israel's Jack Cohen, 

Montenegro's Milorad Vuletić, Serbia's Snežana Pajkić-Jolović and the late Ukrainian journalist 

and TV commentator Olexander Mashchenko. 

COVENTRY (GBR): Wendy Sly the 1984 Olympic 3000m silver medallist and Athletics Weekly 

publisher was is inducted into England Athletics Hall of Fame. 

HULL (GBR): Nick Miller received two awards at a hammer-specific event in Hull, Carlisle News 

and Star reports. The Hammer Circle Reunion awarded him the Freeborn Cup (for longest 

throw by a Brit) and the Bertram Trophy (best performance by a British hammer - 6th at 

Worlds). 

MOUNTAIN VIEW (USA): Pole vault World U20 record holder Mondo Duplantis was named 

Track and Field News High School Athlete of the Year 2017. The magazine is selecting top 

names among HS athletes since 1947, last pole vaulter to win was Tommy Skipper in 2003. 

The 400 m hurdles star and World record holder Sydney McLaughlin is the girls top name. She 

won the title also in 2016. 

CANBERRA (AUS): Raelene Boyle has said she doesn’t lament the fact she missed out on 

winning an Olympic gold medal on being inducted into the Australia Hall of Fame, informs the 

Sydney Morning Herald. "I would have loved to have won a gold medal, but I think when I look 

at the circumstances of the East Germans and many other countries of the world and the way 

they dealt with their athletes, I was lucky that I was Australian,” she said. "Given a choice, win 

a silver medal and be Australian or win a gold medal and be an East German, I pick Australia 



every time.” Boyle won three Olympic silver medals, including two behind East Germany’s 

Renata Stecher. 

 

 

 

 

 


